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On the occasion of Milan Design Week 2026, Belgian design steps into the spotlight in Milan with a joint installation
by Belgian furniture brand Bieke Casteleyn and rug brand JOV, presented at Piazza San Marco 8, in the heart of
the Brera district.

Rooted in a shared Belgian background and common values, the installation brings together the latest work of both
brands within a single, immersive environment. Developed through close collaboration, the project reflects a mutual
commitment to craftsmanship, material integrity, and thoughtful design. While each collection maintains its own
identity, the space unfolds as one cohesive experience, revealing a natural dialogue between form, material, and
colour. As Bieke Casteleyn explains, “When we presented together during Milan Design Week 2022, we saw how
strongly visitors responded to Belgian design and craftsmanship. That experience confirmed our shared vision and
made us eager to collaborate again.”

The project draws from two main sources of inspiration. At its core is the organic clover shape, a recurring
element in Bieke Casteleyn’s design language and the point of departure for her new furniture collection. This form
is interpreted across a coffee table, mirrors, a side and night table, and is subtly echoed in one of JOV’s newly
developed rugs, establishing a dialogue between furniture and textile. Alongside this, 1970s and mid-century
references shape the overall mood of the space, expressed through warm tones, tactile materials, and
retro-inspired silhouettes. For JOV, this translated into a series of rugs developed around dots and squares,
familiar geometric forms reinterpreted with graphic clarity and contemporary sensitivity. A palette of buttery
neutrals, honey, tangerine, chocolate, and muted rusty accents recalls the atmosphere of the 1950s through the
1970s, while remaining refined and current. When paired with the softer curves and organic forms of Bieke
Casteleyn’s furniture, the rugs introduce contrast and rhythm, creating a balanced interplay between softness and
structure, past and present.

Material research underpins the installation. JOV explores the versatility of wool through variations in thickness,
pile height, and tufting techniques, complemented by accents of mercerised cotton that add a subtle sheen and
tactile depth. Bieke Casteleyn’s furniture develops from a single organic form, translated across a family of pieces
and realised through a combination of cement stucco, high-gloss lacquer, maple and warm afrormosia wood, suede
leather and expressive marble.

Reflecting on the collaboration, Gilles Vandenbussche, Owner of JOV, notes how the project grew naturally from
an ongoing exchange: “We have often crossed paths in the design world and share the same attention to quality and
how our brands are presented. This continuous dialogue about ideas, future visions, and exhibitions, made this
collaboration feel both organic and meaningful.”
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Ultimately, the installation is about two Belgian brands with distinct identities coming together to create one
immersive experience, a celebration of dialogue, material richness, and iconic originality, proudly showcasing
the strength of contemporary Belgian design on the international stage.

About JOV

Founded in 2001, JOV is a Belgian design brand creating expressive, bespoke hand-tufted rugs crafted in its own
atelier in Portugal. Working exclusively with natural and high-quality materials such as New Zealand wool, Belgian
linen, and silk blends, JOV turns rugs into tactile, architectural elements designed specifically for your projects.
Each piece is made to order, allowing complete freedom in colour, shape, texture, and pile height, resulting in rugs
that bring depth, emotion, and character to any interior. Collaboration is at the heart of JOV’s creative vision. Recent
partnerships with international designers, including the acclaimed Studio Mary Lennox, whose ‘MSHWY01’ rug
received the Elle Decoration Award, highlight the brand’s commitment to artistic dialogue and technical excellence.
From bold sculptural pieces to subtle layered textures, every rug reflects the synergy between designer vision and
artisanal mastery. With a strong focus on craftsmanship, honest materials, and a personalised working process,
JOV continues to create one-of-a-kind rugs that elevate spaces and stand the test of time.

Jov-design.com | @jovdesign

About Bieke Casteleyn

Throughout the years, Bieke Casteleyn has created a distinctive design language. She doesn’t just sketch; she
describes scenes that redefine everyday moments. In doing so, she shapes stories for those who read between the
lines. The Casteleyn Collection’s organic forms truly mirror her intuitive approach. Bieke balances study and
instinct. As a scholar of interior and product design in Ghent and Milan, she acquired the knowledge to shape her
vision and craft. From impulse to output, Bieke’s remarkable take on refined living first emerged in the ‘Out of Line’
dining table; a sculptural piece of furniture that challenged expectations. That’s why, as of 2015, the name
Casteleyn is synonymous with timeless elegance, guaranteed to turn heads. Vision brings value, and technique
brings texture. Bieke knows how to transfer her ideas into furniture that makes an impression as well as a genuine
connection. There’s meaning in matter; there’s wonder in the everyday. Each object is handmade in Belgium,
characterized by a unique cement-based stuc or lacquer finish and ultimately signed with the Bieke Casteleyn mark
of authenticity. Together with her team, Bieke embraces the courage to hit walls in the pursuit of true originality.
Every design is as iconic as it is authentic. The time, care, and dedication invested in each piece are evident in its
sublime finish and enduring durability, objects made to be cherished and passed down through generations.
Rejecting fleeting trends in favor of lasting allure, Bieke Casteleyn and her team approach both creativity and
entrepreneurship with intention and reflection. Made in Belgium, crafted with Belgitude.

biekecasteleyn.com | @biekecasteleyn
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