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Thaya Collection Drop

Irthi Contemporary Crafts Council x Ghaya Bin Mesmar
& Mermelada Estudio

Emirati Safeefah x Al Zaffanah

Irthi Contemporary Crafts Council together with Crafts Dialogue developed a
series of furniture-based collections that are inspired by Emirati crafts heritage in
2019. One of these collections. was designed by Ghaya Bin Mesmarin
collaboration with Laura Blasco, Juanmi Juarez, and Alex Estévez from
Barcelona-based Mermelada Estudio. The designers developed a series of chairs
using the Al Safafah (palm frond weaving] craft by fitting 158 modules of the
"Dhuhoori" diamond like weaved Safeefah textiles into a gridded structure
inspired by Emirati Arish (palm leaf architecture) blown down by the wind
forming a cone shape.

Over the years, Irthi Contemporary Crafts Council in collaboration with the
Emirati designer Ghaya Bin Mesmar continued the exploration of palm based
weaving techniques. dyes. and materials. drawing inspiration for the second
iteration of the chair collection.

Introducing new materials such as leather. into the "Dhuhoori” Safeefah weave,
displays the endless possibilities for the Safeefah chair design.

Pink linen and natural Khose were also fused into the chair design using Al
Zaffanah weaving techniques, traditionally used to create Arish structures out of
dried date palm fronds and natural rope. In this collection, this technique was
used to create Zaffanah textile modules by twisting linen strands around Khose
strands.

Irthi Contemporary Crafts Council
info@irthi.com
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