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Huh Myoung wook,
In search of the grain of time

Excerption from Art Review of Seo, Seongrok

There is something quite special about the works of Huh Myoung
wook. Huh creates his works with the traditional material called
lacquer, instead of using paint. Pursuing the theme of tradition,
he had came up with an idea of utilizing lacquer that is normally
harvested from the lacquer tree. With its ability to grow in the
majority parts of the country, the lacquer tree became a popular
natural medium for many artists. The origin of the usage traces
back to the third century BC, and anyone could tell that it has been
admired for a very long period in Korean history. Nevertheless,
regarding its convenience, the usage of lacquer solely remained in
furniture, lacquer ware, crafts, and household items.

The true issue was how to apply lacquer in general paintings, since
it was mainly used for protecting and polishing the trees. Huh
has found the solution by using the method of combining lacquer
with other pigment to revive the originality of lacquer and to
retain its uniqueness. Following the taste of the ancient Koreans
who preferred modest and unpretentious nature of beauty, he
has worked to reflect colors from the accumulation of multiple
gestures, not just by drawing a single line. This resembles the
process of natural ripening as if inducing profound taste from

ripened ingredients.

Huh Myoung Wook ceaselessly carves, refines, and purifies his
ego through ‘asceticism’, which reminds of a monk. Naturally,
this relates to the process of applying paint. Unlike paint, lacquer
takes long hours to dry and is usually applied more than 40
times for each work that it takes total 6 months to be finished. In
addition, considering that the space for painting lacquer should
maintain 30 degrees room temperature and 70% humidity for
the quality of lacquer, the working procedure would not be
certainly pleasant. The attitude of ‘laying down’ possibly makes
Huh to create his works by sustaining the state of freedom from
distraction, originated from mindfulness. The transformation of
the initial color gradually changing into clear proof, the reward
achieved from producing contemporary art by applying traditional
material, and enjoyment from cultivating ego through work are
the reason why Huh continues his life as a trainee in his high
temperature studio.

The art of lacquer painting originated from the practice of coating
tableware and furniture with sap from the lacquer tree to make
objects more durable and prevent decay. The Chinese character
for “to coat’ or ‘to paint’ is the same character for the lacquer tree
(i%%). A highly important traditional technique in Korean culture,
lacquer painting is not only functional (increased durability)
but also enables aesthetic expression through its creation of an
clegant gloss and subtle colors. Lacquer, which was primarily
used as a finishing material in the production of wooden furniture
and lacquerware throughout the history of Korean handicrafts, is
transformed into a tool for recording the strictness of time in the
creations of Huh Myoung Wook.

In Huh’s hands, lacquer ‘adjusts’ to the texture of the material it
coats and appears as the overlapping of diverse colors. The sight
of these layers of color leads viewers to experience the weight of

time or engage in introspection on the meaning of time.
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ottchil on copper + 28.5x22.5x11(h) cm
ottchil on copper + 25.5x18.5x11(h) cm

ottchil on copper + 42 x 34-x12(h) cm

14 15



ottchil on copper + 23.5x15.5<11(h) em
ottchil on copper + 29.5x18 x11(h) cm

ottchil on copper * 45.5 %28 x14(h) cm

16 17



ottchil on copper - 36 x28.5x6(h) cm




ottchil on copper - 36x28.5x6(h) cm

ottchil on copper * 44.3 %30 = 6(h) cm

20 21



ottchil on copper -+ 21x33x11(h) cm



ottchil on copper + 23.5x29 x11(h) cm ottchil on copper + 23.5x29 x11(h) cm

ottchil on copper © 21 x33 = 11(h) cm ottchil on copper © 21 x33x11(h) cm

24 25
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ottchil on copper + 38.8x30x6.5(h) cm
ottchil on copper + 49 x 34 6.5(h) cm

ottchil on copper - 44.5% 35 % 6.5(h) cm

28 29
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ottchil on metal - 66 <28 x 7(h) cm
ottchil on metal - 40 x40 x8(h) cm
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ottchil on metal + 33x33x5.5(h) em

34 35



ottchil on copper - 12x12 cm
ottchil on copper - 19.7x19.7 cm

ottchil on copper - 27 %27 ¢cm

w
3




ottchil on copper 40 %29 x2.5(h) cm
ottchil on copper - 38 %28 x 3(h) cm
ottchil on copper + 38 %28 x 3(h) cm

38 39
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ottchil on copper + 38 x15.5x8.5(h) cm




ottchil on copper + 33.5x33.5x8(h) cm

ottchil on copper © 19x19x7(h) cm

46 47
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ottchil onash + 35x35 em

ottchil on ash - 30x 30 ¢m

54 55
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ottchil onash - 39x39 ¢m



ottchil onash © 19.5x19.5 ¢m
ottchil onash + 23x21 em
ottchil onash + 32.5x21 em

ottchil on ash - 30x18.5 ¢m

58 59



ottchil on metal - 50x 38 ¢m

ottchil on metal - 43 x43 ¢m

60
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ottchil on metal - 42x31.5 ¢cm

ottchil on metal - 42x29.5 ¢cm
ottchil on metal - 19.5%x19.5 cm

62 63



leather © 25.3x43.5%x23.5(h) cm
leather - 29.5x31.5x20(h) cm

64 65



-+ 53 x22x49(h) cm
- 23x20%27(h) cm

metal

metal

66
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ottchil on ash / ottchil on metal - 6535 % 6(h) cm

68 69
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16(h) cm

5x

27.5%2

5

ottchil on copper -

()

74



ottchil on copper - 14x11.5%6.5(h) cm

76 7



ottchil on copper - 10.5x10.5x6.3(h) cm
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ottchil on metal - 33.5%30.2x17.6(h) (including handle 60h) ¢cm

80




ottchil on metal - 25x21.5x13.5(h) cm ottchil on metal - 27x23.5x17.5(h) cm

82 83
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ottchil on copper - 8.5x8.5x2.5 cm

90 91



ottchil on copper - 8.5x7x5.5(h) cm

99 93
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ottchil onash + 30x15.2x6.5(h) cm
ottchil on metal - each 18.5%x8.2x4.3(h) cm

98 99



(9090 I P €

ottchil onash -+ 30x15.2x1(h) cm

100




ottchil onash - 13x13x6(h) cm
ottchil on copper © 16x16 = 5(h) cm
ottchil onash - 17x10.5x5(h) cm

102 103






ottchil on copper - 14.5x21.5x27.5(h) cm

106 107



ottchil on copper - 18.5x11x23(h) cm

108




ottchil on copper - 21x10x19(h) ¢cm

110 111
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ottchil on copper - 20 x10.5x5.5(h) cm

112 113



ottchil on copper - 35x21x7.5(h) em

114 115



ottchil on metal -+ 25x25x6(h) cm

116 117




ottchil on copper + 9x9x12(h) cm
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ottchil on brass - 23.5 ¢m

ottchil on brass - 21.5 em

123
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2011
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Solo Exhibition

Guhaus Art Museum, Gyeonggi Korea

Hanyoung Art Center(Gallery Noma),Daegu Korea

Arario Gallery, Seoul Korea

Choeunsuk Gallery, Seoul Korea
Chocunsuk Gallery, Seoul Korea

Urasoe City Art Museum, Okinawa Japan
Royal Gallery Invitation Exhibition, Seoul Korea
Chocunsuk Gallery, Seoul Korea

Irami Art Museum, Itami Japan

Gwings Gallery, Kanazawa Japan

Space Through, Seoul Korea

Gallery Royal, Seoul Korea

Marriott Hotel, Seoul Korea

Sugata Gallery, Kyoto Japan

Gallery Zaingeno, Seoul Korea

Group Exhibition

Shanghai West Fund Art Fair, Shanghai China
KIAE Seoul Korea

Art Busan, Busan Korea

Sovereign Art Award, Hong Kong

Old Future, Gallery Royal, Seoul Korea

New York Amori Art Fair, New York USA
KIAE Seoul Korea

Korea Gallery art fair, Seoul Korea

Sea Battle, Gallery Jo Eun, Seoul Korea

KIAE COEX, Seoul Korea

Seoul Museum of Art, Seoul Korea

Art Miami,USA

Karlsruhe Art Fair, Germany

Craft Culture Promotion Agency, Seoul Korea
Seoul Museum of Art, Korea

Korea Gallery art fair, Seoul Korea

KIAE COEX, Seoul Korea

SOWE, COEX, Seoul Korea

Hampton Art Fair, Long Island USA

Palm Beach Art Fair, Florida USA

KIAE COEX, Seoul Korea

Design Art Fair, Seoul Arts Center, Seoul Korea
New York Art Fair,USA

Palm Beach Art Fair, Florida USA

Palm Spring Art Fair, California USA
Hampton Art Fair, Long Island USA
Karlsruhe Art Fair, Germany

Gallery Art Festival, COEX, Seoul Korea
Mexico, Seattle, Hampton Art Fair and others
Seoul Open Art Fair, COEX, Seoul Korea
Design Art Fair, Seoul Arts Center, Seoul Korea
Scene # 111, Gallery Apeta, Seoul Korea
Seoul Auction, Gangnam Space, Seoul Korea

Hope & Love wave, Noam Gallery, Seoul Korea

Monet Gallery Invitation Exhibition, Osaka Japan

KIAE COEX, Seoul Korea

Design Auction, Seoul Auction Gangnam Space, Seoul Korea
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tray

HMW Object 1-1
round tray

ottchil on ash
35x35cm

KRW 450,000
p.54

HMW Object 3-1

oval tray

ottchil on ash
40x25cm
KRW 240,000

e

HMW Object 4

case

leather
25.3x43.5x23.5cm
KRW 450,000

p.64

-

HMW Object 7-1
square tray

ottchil on ash
42.5x30cm

KRW 350,000

HMW Object 1-2
round tray

ottchil on ash
30%30cm

KRW 350,000

p.55

HMW Object 3-2
oval tray

otechil on ash
30x18.5cm

KRW 200,000

o

HMW Object 5

case

leather
29.5x31.5x20(h)em
KRW 400,000

p.65

—

HMW Object 7-2
square tray

ottchil on ash
32.5x21lcm

KRW 250,000
p-59

HMW Object 2
case

leather
33x33%x22cm
KRW 450,000

HMW Object 3-3
oval tray

otechil on ash
23x2lcm

KRW 200,000

HMW Object 6

oval tray

ottchil on ash
43%x33.5x3(h)cm
KRW 450,000

HMW Object 8
square tray
ottchil on ash
38.5x28.5cm
KRW 240,000
p-51

130

131

HMW Object 9
square tray
ottchil on ash
39x39cm

KRW 500,000
p.56

HMW Object 12
metal tray

ottchil on metal
42x31.5cm
KRW 180,000
p.63

HMW Object 10
square tray
ottchil on ash
19.5x19.5cm
KRW 200,000
p.58

HMW Object 13
metal tray

ottchil on metal
42x29.5cm
KRW 180,000
p.63

HMW Object 11
metal tray

ottchil on metal
19.5%x19.5cm
KRW 180,000
p.63

HMW Object 14
case

leather
43.5x35x12cm
KRW 450,000

HMW Object 15
case

leather
36x36x12cm
KRW 450,000

HMW Object 18-1
afternoon tray
metal
23%x20x27(h)em
KRW 600,000

p.67

HMW Object 16
embossed tray
ottchil on metal
50x38cm

KRW 350,000
p.60

HMW Object 18-2

afternoon tray
metal
53x22x49(h)cm
KRW 1,000,000
p.66

HMW Object 17
embossed tray
ottchil on metal
43x43cm

KRW 350,000
p.60



ham

HMW Object 20-1
ham

ottchil on ash
30x15.2x 6.5(h)cm
KRW 600,000

p.98

HMW Object 22
case

leather
28.5x15x31.5cm
KRW 500,000

HMW Object 25

wood ham

ottchil on ash
13x13x6(h)cm
KRW 450,000
p.102

bowl

HMW Object 27-1

flat bowl

ottchil on metal
33.5%x30.2x17.6(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000

HMW Object 20-2

hﬁlll

ottchil on ash
24.5%x13.5x6.5(h)cm
KRW 600,000

HMW Object 23
metal ham

ottchil on metal

each 18.5x8.2x4.3cm
KRW 700,000

p-99

HMW Object 26
wood ham

ottchil on ash
17x10.5x5(h)cm
KRW 450,000
p.102

HMW Object 27-2
flat bowl

ottchil on metal
27x23.5x17.5(h)cm
KRW 1,500,000
p-83

HMW Object 21

hﬁlll cover

ottchil on ash
30x15.2x1(h)cm
KRW 250,000
p.101

HMW Object 24
copper ham
otechil on copper
16x16x5(h)cm
KRW 750,000
p.102

HMW Object 27-3
flat bowl

ottchil on metal
25x21.5x13.5(h)cm
KRW 1,200,000
p.82

132

133

HMW Object 28-1

handled bowl

ottchil on metal

33.5x30.2x 17.6(h) (including handle 60h)cm
KRW 2,000,000

p.79

HMW Object 29-1

round bowl

otechil on copper
27.5%x25x16(h)cm
KRW 1,200,000
p.75

HMW Object 29-4
round bowl

ottchil on copper
10.5x10.5x6.3(h)cm
KRW 180,000

p.78

HMW Object 32
small dish bowl
otechil on copper
8.5x8.5x2.5cm
KRW 150,000
p91

-

HMW Object 28-2

handled bowl

ottchil on metal

27x23.5x 17.5(h) (including handle 60h)cm
KRW 1,700,000

HMW Object 29-2
round bowl

otechil on copper
17.5x17.5x7.5(h)cm
KRW 450,000

HMW Object 30

ice bowl

ottchil on copper
13.5%x14.5x11.2(h)cm
KRW 450,000

HMW Object 33-1
oval bowl

otechil on copper
24x24x11.5(h)cm
KRW 950,000

HMW Object 28-3

handled bowl

ottchil on metal

25x 21.5x13.5(h) (including handle 56h)cm
KRW 1,400,000

HMW Object 29-3
round bowl

ottchil on copper
12x12x7(h)cm
KRW 200,000

HMW Object 31

source bowl

ottchil on copper
8.5x7x5.5(h)cm
KRW 150,000
p.92

HMW Object 33-2
oval bowl

ottchil on copper
14x11.5%x6.5(h)cm
KRW 300,000

p.77



dong-guri

HMW Object 34-1
dong-guri

ottchil on copper
42x34x12(h)cm
KRW 2,000,000
p.15

HMW Object 35-1

oval dong-guri

ottchil on copper
45.5%28 x 14(h)cm
KRW 2,000,000

HMW Object 36-1
flac dong-guri
ottchil on copper
44.3x30x6(h)cm
KRW 2,000,000
p.20

HMW Object 38
handled dong-guri

otechil on copper
44.5%35%x6.5cm
KRW 1,400,000
p.29

HMW Object 34-2
dong-guri

ottchil on copper
28.5%x22.5x11(h)em
KRW 1,800,000
p.14

HMW Object 35-2
oval dong-guri
otechil on copper
29.5x18x11(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000

HMW Object 36-2
flat dong-guri
ottchil on copper
36x28.5x6(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000
p.20

HMW Object 39
handled dong-guri
otechil on copper
38.8x30x6.5cm
KRW 1,300,000
p.28

k-4

HMW Object 34-3

dong-guri

ottchil on copper
25.5x18.5x11(h)em
KRW 1,500,000
p-15

—

HMW Object 35-3

oval dong-guri

otechil on copper
23.5x15.5x 11(h)cm
KRW 1,500,000

HMW Object 37
handled dong-guri
ottchil on copper
49x34x6.5cm
KRW 1,500,000
p-29

HMW Object 40
one handled dong-guri

otechil on copper
23.5x29x11(h)cm
KRW 1,500,000
p.24

134

cup &
dripper

flatware

135

HMW Object 41
one handled dong-guri

ottchil on copper
21x33x11(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000
p-23

HMW Object 44
cup

otechil on copper
9x9x12(h)cm
KRW 180,000
p-119

—————— |

HMW Object 46

flacware

ottchil on brass

spoon 21.5 / chopsticks 23.5cm
KRW 180,000

p.123

HMW Object 42

wood handled dong-guri
ottchil on metal
66x28x7cm

KRW 1,500,000

p-30

HMW Object 45
coffee dripper
otechil on copper
20%x10.5x5.5(h)cm
KRW 350,000
p.112

HMW Object 47
chopsticks

ottchil on ash
23.5cm

KRW 70,000

HMW Object 43

wood handled dong-guri
ottchil on metal

40 x40 x8cm

KRW 1,500,000

p.31



HMW Object 48-1
dish

ottchil on copper
27x27cm

KRW 250,000

p.37

HMW Object 49-1
footed dish

ottchil on copper
33.5x33.5x8(h)cm
KRW 750,000

p.46

HMW Object 50
long footed dish

ottchil on copper
38x15.5x8.5(h)cm
KRW 1,000,000
p-45

HMW Object 53
embossed dish
otechil on copper
38x28x3(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000
p-38

HMW Object 48-2
dish

ottchil on copper
19.7x19.7cm
KRW 190,000

p.37

HMW Object 49-2
footed dish

ottchil on copper
27 x27x7.5(h)em
KRW 450,000

p.46

HMW Object 51

concave dish

ottchil on metal
33%x33x5.5(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000
p.34

HMW Object 48-3
dish

ottchil on copper
12x12cm

KRW 120,000

p.37

HMW Object 49-3
footed dish

ottchil on copper
19%x19x7(h)cm
KRW 350,000

p.46

HMW Object 52
embossed dish
ottchil on copper
40%x29x2.5(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000
p.38

136

137

kettle

stove

HMW Object 54
kettle

ottchil on copper
18.5x 11 x23(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000
p.108

Gy

HMW Object 57
kettle plate

ottchil on ash / ottchil on metal

65x35x6(h)cm
KRW 3,500,000
p.68

HMW Object 58

stove

ottchil on metal
35x21x7.5(h)cm
KRW 1,500,000
p.115

HMW Object 55
kettle

ottchil on copper
14.5x21.5x27.5(h)cm
KRW 1,800,000
p.107

HMW Object 59

stove

ottchil on metal
25x25x6(h)cm
KRW 1,300,000
p.116

HMW Object 56
kettle

ottchil on copper
21x10x19(h)cm
KRW 950,000
p.111
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