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“The flame in the kiln is the unchartered territory.
In this freedom | discover a new sublimity, the Black Ceramics.”

- Kim Sea Young -



KIM SEAYOUNG
Black Ceramics Master

2019 Korean Order of Culture Merit Hwagwan Medal

2016 Title of Master of Gangwon Province

1999 Title of Master of Gyeonggi Province

MS. Graduate School of Industry, Yonsei University

BS. Department of Mechanical Engineering, Yonsei University

Mr. Kim Sea young is a master of black ceramics with an impeccable reputation
worldwide. Mr. Kim is a recipient of the Order of Culture Merit (Hwagwan) from the
Korean government in recognition of his passion and dedication for black ceramics
for more than 30 years. In 2019 the Victoria and Albert Museum has added his large
Moon Jar to their collection. His artwork displays unique colors characterized by a
myriad of iridescent spots on the shiny metallic surface. In his hands, the soil is reborn
as a unique material with completely different characteristics after being tested under
high temperatures ranging from 1,320°C to 1,450° C.

Mr. Kim studied soil and fire to reproduce traditional black ceramics, a Korean
tradition that has almost disappeared since the Goryeo dynasty. He started making
Korean traditional black ceramics Tea Bowl and Moon Jar based on craftsmanship
since 1988.

Since the mid-2010s, he has been trying to communicate with people through his Fire
Paintings and Sculptures. He imbued the meaning of human life in the changes while
firing that repeatedly disappear and reappear due to the change of properties inside of
the kiln, which is how his works are created. His paintings and sculptures of brilliant
colors express the infiniteness of human life and the present beauty that resonate
together with ecstasy, tragedy, and fate.

The Song Dynasty Black Ceramic Collection tells the story of the scarcity of black
ceramics at 0.06% in V&A that boasts the world’s best ceramics collection, and it is
mainly composed of small black ceramic dishes. Mr. Kim fills his world view as an
artist in expressing the best black ceramic as he attempts to resonate with people, and
his formativeness is also expanded to a large size as he leads black ceramic arts in this
age.
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152x207¢cm,

1350°C reduction firing
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Planet_ MXL_016

2021,
71x58x80cm,
1350°C reduction firing



Planet ML _018

2019,
89x89x52cm,
1350°C reduction firing
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Planet_ ML _015
2019,

64x64x43cm,

1350°C reduction firing
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Planet_ Mm_o11

2018,
36x36x35cm,
1350°C reduction firing
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Planet_ MXS Installation

2021,
1350°C reduction firing
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Planet_ ML_051
2019,

110x110cm,

1350°C reduction firing
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Planet_ Traditional
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Planet_ T™M_001

2019,

45x45x48cm,

1350°C reduction firing
Acquired by V&A in LONDON
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Planet_ TXS_001

2016,

12x8cm

1350°C reduction firing
Acquired by Shinsegae Group
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